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Comb City For Alleged Radicals
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Many towns, cities, and states sponsored night schools where recent immigrants could learn American
customs and how to speak English.
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GRANITE CITY

AMERICANIZATION SCHOOLS
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can | and become an A i citizen. If the people that
come lu America do not become Americans. this country will soon
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SCHOOLS:
HIGH SCHOOL, 20TH AND D STREETS © LIBERTY SCHOOL, 20TH AND O STREETS
LINCOLN PLACE, 917 PACIFIC AVENUE MADISON SCHOOL, 1322 MADISON AVENUE

Keep America Great. ™=  Learn The Language.
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The Trial of Sacco and Vanzetti v
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti — were they guilty murderers or just victims of c1rcumstance'7 Thelr '
trial was one of the most controversial court cases in America’s history and caused the outrage and mterest of many
since — including legal scholars, ballistic experts, artists and writers. -

T 1, Sacco and Vanzetti were Italian immigrants who emigrated to America in 1908. At the time, Sacco was -~
~‘seventeen, and Vanzetti was 20. In April 1920, Sacco was working in a shoe factory, and Vanzetti was selling fish
" on the streets. Of the two immigrants, only Sacco had a family in the United States. His wife, Rosina, was '
expecting her second child. Their first son, Dante, was two years old. Both men were aliens, non-citizens, but
_ Vanzetti had begun the process of citizenship. However, he did not speak English. And although both were

'T:-j anarchists they lived fairly quiet lives.

In May of 1920, Sacco and Vanzetti were accused of murdering the paymaster and a guard at the* Q‘latéf'.and_-. o
- Morrill shoe factory in South Braintree, Massachusetts, on April 15, 1920. They were also accused of takmg two -
~ payroll boxes, which contained $15,776.51.

. Sacco and Vanzetti were arrested on May 5, 1920, when f e
. they went with two other men, Orciani and Boda, to pick

up Boda’s car from a garage. The car was not ready, so-
~-they left the garage and hopped a streetcar. The police
stopped the streetcar and arrested them. Orciani was =~
arrested the next day, but let go when his alibi checked
out. Sacco was only charged with the Braintree murders.
Vanzetti, however, was.charged with both the Bramtr
murders, and another robbery, the Bndgewater crlm

They were indicted on September 14, 1920, and o
® put on trial on May 31, 1921. Their trial lasted almost ~ -
seven weeks, and on July 14, 1921, Nicola Sacco and
Bartolomeo Vanzetti were found guilty of murder m the:
first degree. They would be executed for thls cfime. =

During the trial, there were many conflicting facts. For example, a hat “This man -[Vanzétt'
+found at the scene of the crime was assumed to be Sacco’s. However, when * although he may not
.~ Sacco tried it on, it did not fit his head. Sacco told the court he wore a size 7 1/8,  have committed the crzme
- .and this hat was size 6 7/8. How could that have been Sacco’s hat if it wasn’t attributed to him, is :
" even his size? _ nevertheless morally culpable d :
[guilty], be cause he is an
enemy of our existing - I
institutions... The’ defendant s
ideals are cognate. ;' - L
[associated] with cri
v -Judge Wel

Sacco was also asked why he was carrying a gun on May 5. He replied,
_ *My wife cleaned the house because we are to go Saturday to New York to get
the boat to Italy. She found the pistol then. I was afraid that sometime my boy
uld go-after it. So I put the bullets and the gun in my pocket. I planned to go -
" shooting in the woods with Vanzetti. But Vanzetti and I started to argue that
. afternoon, and I forgot about shooting, so it was still in my pocket.’

.. . By any reckoning, the case against Vanzetti was considerably weaker than the case against Sach Evi
- prosecution may have had some doubts about Vanzetti's guilt: the assistant prosecutor wept when the jury

- pronounced Vanzetti "guilty." Sacco seemed to many observers more incensed about Vanzetti's conviction than his
~. own and Vanzetti--unlike Sacco--continued to passionately proclaim his innocence right up to his execution
1943, Carlo Tresca, perhaps the best-connected anarchist leader of the time (and the man originally chosen to
Sacco S and Vanzetti's defense lawyer) said: "Sacco was guilty, but Vanzeiti was not." In November 1982, Franc1s
v Russell (author of highly-regarded book on the Sacco-Vanzetti trial) was informed in a letter from the son of .
-+ Giovanni Gamberi, one of four members of a group formed in 1920 to arrange the Sacco-Vanzetti defense- that
-2 "Sacco was guilty" and "Vanzetti innocent as far as the actual participation in the kllhng

On Aug. 23, 1927 Sacco and Vanzetti were executed by electrocution.: |
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THE RED SCARE

The end of the World War I brought hard times. Many workers in the United States lost their jobs .
when factories no longer needed to supply troops. To make matters worse, all of the retumlng soldiers needed
; JObS when they arrived home. Those workers who still had jobs expected raises that never came. -

Meanwhile, in 1917, a revolution by the communists in Russia overthrew the royal family there Many
world leaders feared that the revolution would spread around the globe. The commumsts (called “Reds™) -
" wanted a revolution that eliminated the differences between economic classes. They beheved that wealth
- should be shared equally by everyone, and that everyone should be considered a worker for the govemment’ ;
L -which Would be run by the all people, not just the rich and powerful. ,

" Across tlns country, workers’ unhappiness and the debate over communism help to explam the headhnes P

below: ,
191718  VIOLENT COMMUNIST REVOLUTION SWEEPS RUSSIA-— |
| REDS PREDICT WORLD REVOLUTION LED BY WORKERS
1919 WORKERS STRIKES BREAK OUT ACROSS U.S. :.
1919 REPORTS CLAIM COMMUNISTS NUMBER 100,000 IN U.S.

WITH MORE ENTERING EACH DAY AMONG IMMIGRANTS |

April 9, 1919 HOUSE OF ANTI-COMMUNIST MAYOR OF SLATTLE IS .
BOMBED: DEVICE PLACED IN MAILBOX L

April10,1919 BOMB BLOWS HANDS OFF GEORGIA SENATOR MAID—
SENATOR FAVORED KEEPING REDS OUT OFU.S. |

April 11,1919 16 BOMBS ADDRESSED TO WORLD LEADER") FOUND IN i
: NEW YORK OFFICE

‘May 5, 1919 U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL PALMER’S HOUSE B(DMBED—
: COMMIE NEWSPAPER FOUND NEAR SCENE. Ly

R Many Amencans interpreted this rash of bomb scares in 1919 as Justlﬁcatron for their antlradwal fears
' The Bomb scares further intensified the hysteria of the Red Scare. In April postal clerks discovered 36 boml
*in the mail addressed to prominent citizens, including John D. Rockefeller, Justice Ohver Wendell Holme
the Supreme Court, and Postmaster General Albert Burleson. Then, less than a month Iater several bombmgs
-occurred. One bomb damaged the house of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer. The bomber an Itahan'
‘anarchist, died in the blast. |

j

B4 Newspapers began demanding harsh action against radicals. Hoping to further hlS pres1dent1i
- * ambitions, Attorney General Palmer responded by. launching an anticommunist crusade He created a.s

‘government office to gather information on radical activities. Palmer placed J. Edgar Hoover the- future
,_f"of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in charge. _

: - Palmer’s most dramatic action was a-series of raids to capture alleged radrcals The Palmer rards b
. in November 1919. They peaked on January 2, 1920, when federal officials arrested thousands of suspected
radicals in 33 cities nationwide. Although the government claimed that radicals were “armed to the teeth’ Just
"three pzstols were seized during the raids. ; f L

-  Most of those arrested were poor immigrants who had recently arrived in the country In most cas
.. ~there was no real evidence against them. Hundreds of foreigners suspected of radical act1v1t1es were depo ed:
 Among the deportees was Emma Goldman, a noted feminist, writer, and speaker L » by

©Although short-lived the Red Scare fed people’s suspicions of fore1gners and ummgrants ThlS
I atrvrst attitude led to ruined reputations and wrecked lives. The two most famous victims of this attltude
“were Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti whose lives would tragically and forever be changed m'A jel
1920. ‘ _ { :




