
Excerpts from The United States Constitution 
 

PREAMBLE 

 

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 

provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 

posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

 

ARTICLE I 

SECTION 1 

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate 

and House of Representatives. 

ARTICLE II 

SECTION 1 

The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his office during the 

term of four years… 

ARTICLE III 

SECTION 1 

The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress 

may from time to time ordain and establish. 

 

 

ARTICLE I 

SECTION 8 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 

common defense and general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout 

the United States; 
 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 
 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and with the Indian tribes; 
 

To establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United 

States; 
 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures; 
 

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United States; 
 

To establish post offices and post roads; 
 

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive 

right to their respective writings and discoveries; 
 

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses against the law of nations; 
 

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and water; 
 

To provide and maintain a navy; 
 

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces; 
 

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions; 
 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed 

in the service of the United States, reserving to the states respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of 

training the militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 
 

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by 

cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United States, and 

to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, 

for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful buildings;  



 

Constitutional Compromises 
 

 

The Great Compromise 

 

ARTICLE I 

 

Section 2 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year by the people of the several 

states, and the electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the 

state legislature. 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several states which may be included within this union, 

according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 

including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons... 

The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least one 

Representative… 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election 

to fill such vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole power of 

impeachment. 

 

Section 3 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof [*the 

legislature of each state originally chose the senators, until the 17
th
 Amendment (1913) was passed which allows the 

people to directly elect senators], for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote... 

 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally 

divided… 

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or 

affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no person shall be 

convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the members present… 

 

 

 

The Three-Fifths Compromise 

 

ARTICLE I 

Section 2 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several states which may be included within this union, 

according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 

including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.  

 

 

 

 

The Slave Trade Compromise 

 

ARTICLE I 

Section 9 

The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be 

prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on 

such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 
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