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_ _ - Persia: Rise of a World Empire | : Co
From the fall of the Assyrian empire in 612 B.C., when the grand city of Nineveh was razed to the ground by the enemies of Assyria, the Middle East saw over a half cenhury of
war and power struggles. The Twenty-Sixth Dynasty of Egypt (664-525 B.C.) say a final burst of glory for ancient Egypt, but their dominanice in the Middle East was short
lived, and they fell o the Persians in 525 B.C. The Chaldean Empire (612-539 B.C.) under Nebuchadnezzar rose to glory making the city of Babylon, with its Hanging Gardens
and Ishtar Gate, the center of the worlkd for over half a century. And the Empire of Medes, from the lands of modem-day Iran also expanded its interests in Mesopotamia. Under
the reign of Cyaxaves (625-585 B.C.), Media overthrew Assyria with the aid of the Babylonians and the Scythians. The Persians conquered all of the above empires (Media,

Chaldea, and Egypt).

{  The Persian Empire (350-331 B.C.) united all of the lands, from the Nile to the Indus to the coasts of the Black Sea, into the largest and arguably most di\}me emplre on the
-planet at that time. This rapid rise and fongevity of success was due o two rulers: Cyrus the Great and Darius. T 7

Name: N e

Read about these two men below and then create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting their reigns, persouﬁlities, and actions.

o Cyrus the Great (550530 B.C) . “Darius (521-486 B.C))
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by Cyrus to some extent), Cyrus proveeded to capture the Tonian cities (546—3540 B.C.). These conquests carried the ¥ o o e e

¥ . : >, : laswd,,ﬂledescmdmtsofthesefmnheswmgwenspemlpnvdegm,slwhasptefermentatumntaudthenghtto
PemanEmpﬂeallmemymmugmnmw,mtmmmemmofmem.Intheymﬂ:atfoﬂuwed,_ ‘sule their . ; - ot

. 4 _ e Al i e esintesnssemz—mdepmduntprmas(samps).Thasepnvilegea!aterpmvedtobeasenousthteattothe
CynvswnsmcepwdasthergﬂetbymmyofﬂnmuesmﬂmmdBabylonmmﬂmutﬁgh&ng.InSBQB.C.hem‘.tacked ity of the capire and the power of the king, and contributed, eventuall to the dang - ina of Persia.
Babylon itsetf, The city fell in a few days, and Cyrus annexed the whole of the Chaldean Empire (of Nebuchadnczza), ty of the empire and fe po King, and cont ¥ erous woskening of Persia.

‘hding Syria-Palestine. . ‘ . _Daﬁusextendcdthebomdaﬁesofﬂxel’ersinnlimpim_toinciudelandsmverpmviouslyhsldbymyonest_atcufthe
Where ible Cyzus let tho 1 nations follow their own local laws and He prosented himself to Ferblc(‘:'rescant.Eastmtdhcwwt.mossthe@nmm:?toInd:smdhcldtba!pdus\falley_.ﬂeogdaed.&n
them not as a forei tuit a5 the lawful 1o their own pational rulers, In P ‘phertcsmen “Cyras of mq:lomhonofaseamuteﬁ-omlndmtoEgyptmordermmcmﬂmm«bomeImdeofhsempne.Allﬂ:m
. Sonquerar SUCCEsS0 Cyrus ' vmnmincenualAsindendiawepiGneervenmreslawrmbeimitamdbyA_luandet‘ﬁseGmt.Dariusthcn

o

‘mﬂeandm! M“efha m%mlif ngs".Hemadehimse]finmﬂnmcessorofemhland:beitlphamphbr visited Egypt. To round out the world’s greatest empire, ire, Darius next lannched an attack on the Scythian tribes in
- . ’ : : : Eumpen_aa_rthemomhuftlml)amtbemdalongthenorthemcoastofﬁethkSca.Forthoﬁrstﬁmeinhistorym
Cymsallowedalloftheguéfof@ediﬁuem_mmmofmeFﬁﬁleCmmtmbe-mmhippedbmepecﬁw "} Asiatic state had a foothold in Europe. - - . ,
groups, He allowedﬂmcaptwe]cws?o’reumm?ale?meﬁ-omﬂmn-nabylom Captivity, initisted by King~ Darius gave the Persian Empireﬂnem'gan" nization and administrative apperatus it badly noeded but that :
NebuchadnemrofBabylonIﬁspohmofculhnlmdepmdemewonmmypeoples,andhcwasmgmﬂudasa ‘ . s . ..
rare being: a despot with congern for all mankind. He died, bowever, on the battleficld against tho Scythians and nover predecessors had boen too buay t oreate. e folowod the examplo set by the Assyrians and divided bis sip™s O |
his ideals to the ; .o i . ey s grmipofpmvinces,emhwithitssaﬁap(myalgovmor),mﬂimrycommgndet,mdmm,whorepomdsepamt_ely-
gotto put his i to flﬂlhsst.Thswamor»kmgfoxgedthe?ersimEmpuemthswelmdblood,hutauowadnt . o .. bl ; : . ,
prosper with a tolerant approach fo organizing the vastly diverse empire. . - _ anddlmcﬂymthgmng.haddmonwﬂmseAssynm-typeofﬁcm,Dmusmdmyﬂmpwmmﬂed 1
o ‘ : o : sometﬁnesthc“ﬁyes”andsnmeﬁmesthe“Eus"ofﬂleking.Thehmpecmmdemexprvisitstothepm‘vimes;
*¥ia on Cambyses (muled 530-521 B.C.) worked closely with his father as rogont during his father’s lator years, and examined official records, and sitting as judges to hear complaints from the local people against the regular
;e;hm'theyp!amedtheconquestofﬁgyptFoﬂowinghisfgthermtheﬂxmm,CambysesdidindeedconquerEgypt, provincialomcials.'l‘heWtbmhadﬂiekownarmycmﬁngmtswﬂﬁﬂmm,mﬂaeycmﬂdmagammﬂmiﬁmry
buthcwnsnotastpl«amofopposiﬁonmddiﬁbmesashisﬁth«,aﬂhoughhedidadoptmeaustomsufconqumd mmanderofapmvince_ifitbecamenecmary.Thissystempmvedsoeﬂ‘ecﬁveinvenﬁngconnpﬁon,mbelliqus
_Mle,mdtmgasaphamohuponthaeonqueatofﬂ:ebmerimvalley. : plotting,andnnwmantedharshnessthatwascopiedmmient,mdieval,andeven'modemtimeshyotherpeop!eg. '
. :DariusalsopemﬂttedlocaipmcﬁcesthesametolmﬁonshmbyCymstchreat L .




