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In developing your answer to Part III, be sure to keep this general definition in mind: 

discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and 
arguments; to present in some  detail” 

Part III 
 

DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION 
 

This question is based on the accompanying documents. This question is designed to test your 
ability to work with historical documents.  Some of the documents have been edited for the purposes 
of the question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and 
any point of view that may be presented in the    document. 

 
Historical Context: 

 
During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Progressive reformers worked to improve 
American society. Their goals included protecting consumers, regulating child 
labor, improving working conditions, and expanding democracy. 

 
Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of United States 

history, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to 
the questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to 

 

 

	  
 

 

In-Class Essay will be given on Tuesday February 23, 2016 
  

You may prepare for the essay by completing the document questions, taking notes, and creating an 
outline on the other side of this paper. You are strongly encouraged to create a thesis statement for your 

essay! You MAY not bring a completed essay to class. 
You may bring in this paper and the documents on the date of the essay and you may use it while you 

are writing. Your papers will be checked at the start of class. 
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Part A 

Short-Answer Questions 
 
Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow each document in the 

space provided. 
 
 

Document 1 
 

 
Source: Upton Sinclair, The Jungle, 1906 

 
 

1 Based on this document, state two	  effects of poor working conditions in this factory.  [2] 

 
(1)    

 

 

 
 

(2)    
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Document 2 
 

. . . In just one week a scandalized public had snapped up some 25,000 copies of The Jungle. 
Almost all of those readers missed the socialist message. Sinclair had hoped to draw their  
attention to “the conditions under which toilers [workers] get their bread.” The public had 
responded instead to the disclosures about corrupt federal meat inspectors, unsanitary slaughter 
houses, tubercular cattle, and the packers’ unscrupulous [unethical] business  practices. 

One of the  most  outraged  readers  was  President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  Few  politicians  have 
ever been as well-informed as TR, who  devoured  books  at  over  1,500  words  per  minute,  
published works of history, and corresponded  regularly  with  leading  business,  academic,  and  
public figures. Roosevelt recognized  immediately  that  the  public  would  expect  government  at 
some level—local, state, or federal—to clean up the meat industry. He invited Sinclair for a talk at the 
White House, and though he dismissed the writer’s “pathetic belief ” in socialism, he promised 
that “the specific evils you point out shall, if their existence be proved, and if I have         the  power,  
be  eradicated [eliminated].” 

Roosevelt kept his promise. With the help of allies in Congress, he quickly brought out a new 
bill, along with the proverbial [well-known] big stick. Only four months later, on June 30, he 
signed into law a Meat Inspection Act that banned the packers from using any unhealthy dyes, 
chemical preservatives, or adulterants. The bill provided $3 million toward a new, tougher 
inspection system, where government inspectors could be on hand day or night to condemn 
animals unfit for human consumption. Senator Albert Beveridge of Indiana, Roosevelt’s 
progressive ally in Congress, gave the president credit for the new bill. “It is chiefly to him that 
we owe the fact that we will get as excellent a bill as we will have,” he told reporters. Once again, 
Americans could put canned meats and sausages on the dinner table and eat happily ever after.    
Or so it would seem. . . . 

Source: James Davidson and Mark Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection, Alfred A. Knopf 
 
 

2 According to this document, what action did President Theodore Roosevelt take to keep his promise to 
Upton Sinclair?  [1] 

 

 

 

 



	  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Document 3a 
 

 
Source: Jane Addams, Twenty Years at Hull-House with Autobiographical Notes, MacMillan, 1912 

 
3a Based on this document, identify one	  social problem Jane Addams wanted to reform. [1] 

 

 

 

Document 3b 
 

First Factory Law of Illinois 
 

 
Source: “Factories and Workshops,” Laws of the State of Illinois, Thirty-Eighth General Assembly, 1893 

 
b  Based on this document, state one	  provision of the Illinois factory law.     [1] 
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Document 4 
 

 
 

4 Based on this document, identify two	  examples of how a state action resulted in the improvement of 
working conditions. [2] 

 
(1)    

 

 

 
 

(2)    
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Document 5 
 

   
 

 

 
 

       
 

 
 

  
 

 

5 Based on this graph, how did the use of child labor change between 1900 and 1920?  [1] 
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Document 6a 
 
 
 

 
 
Document 6b 

 

 
— 17th Amendment, Section 1, 1913 

 
 

6 State one	  way the 17th amendment addressed the concern expressed in the cartoon. [1] 
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Document 7 
 

 
Source:  William Allen White, The Old Order Changeth, Macmillan, 1910 

 
 

7 According to William Allen White, what were two	  reforms the Progressives supported to expand 
democracy?  [2] 

 
(1)    

 

 

 
(2)    
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Document 8 
 

 
Source: Senator Robert Owen, Speech, 1910 

 
 

8 Based on this document, state two	  reasons for giving women the right to vote.  [2] 

 
(1)    

 

 

 
(2)    
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Part B 

Essay 

Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

Use evidence from at least four	  documents in the body of the essay. Support your response with 

relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside information. 
 

Historical Context: 
 

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Progressive reformers worked to improve 
American society. Their goals included protecting consumers, regulating child 
labor, improving working conditions, and expanding democracy. 

 

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of United States 
history, write an essay in which you 

 

 
 
 

Guidelines: 
In your essay, be sure to: 
• Develop all aspects of the task 
• Incorporate information from at least four	  documents 
• Incorporate relevant outside information 
• Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details 

• Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and conclusion 
that are beyond a restatement of the theme 

	  
 

 


